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sea rolled and crashed on to the steep beach of black shingle,
yielding up penguins from its foam. Their heads dotted the
middle distance of the water in hundreds. With each
roller dozens were carried on to the beach, flapped on their
stomachs up the shingle, legs and flippers working furiously,
and then stood erect, shook themselves and waddled away
inland. Against the continual stream of penguins coming
ashore there ran a counter current of penguins launching out
to sea. They stood at the frothy margin, bowing to the
waves, and, when the sea reached out an arm to them,
flopped on their stomachs and paddled themselves into it,
making off with swift darting movements through the
water.
But now the whole valley, during our brief but satisfactory
luncheon, had become a flying, whirling mass of snow.
The mountains and the penguin-covered slopes drew a veil
over themselves. We thought it better to begin our home-
ward journey and turned towards the high neck over which
we had first descended into the valley. The penguins
hunched themselves up and let the snow rush upon them,
piling up around them. One by one they sat down upon
their breasts, each like a little boat, and the increasing white-
ness began to cover them until each was a mound from which
two boot-button eyes gazed out utterly without emotion upon
a world of flying nothingness. Through this three dark
figures struggled, holding hands and making very slow
progress. The force of the wind was such that you could
lean forward limply upon it. Often it blew you back a step
or two. Everything was blotted out and became a shifting,
flying glare of white. There was no way of guessing our
direction but we knew that by continuing uphill, away from
the sea, we must eventually reach the summit of the moun-
tain ring over which we had passed in sunshine but three
hours previously, and, by keeping as nearly as we could in
the bottom of the valley, we must reach the summit at a
point not very far from the neck we had crossed. On the